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INFORMATION ON 1952 CROP CONDITIONS IN HUNGARY,
GOVERNMENT EMERGENGY ACTIONS, DRIVES AGAINST KULAKS AND CHURCH

[Comment: A survey of the Budapest daily and periodical press
and government decrees for the reriod 24 May - 8 September 1952 in-
dicates that this year's corn, putato, and fodder crops were short
as a result of unfavorable weather conditions. The bread grains, on
the other hsnd, appear to have suffered only slightly.

A drive was conducted by the daily press agsinst the kulaks and »
to a lesser extent, against individual priests throughout the summer,
based on such charges as sabotaging agriculturel work and hoarding.
It vas  accompanied by attacks against numerous local ccuncils for
inefficiency in dealing with the kulaks. These drives appear to have

been aimed at Providing seapegoats in the event of a general crop
Tailure.

Some of the regulations issued by the government were of an emer-
gency nature, designed to countersct Panic among the population. A
statemeni of Minister of Produce Collection Imre Nagy, as well as ed-
itorials and articles appearing in the daily press, admitted that
corn, potatoes, and other root and fodder crops had been seriously
damaged by the weather , but emphatically denied rumors that rationing
would be reintroduced.

The following report presents information from prese and periodical °
reports on weather and crop conditlons » the drives against kulaks and
the church, criticism of govermment and party organs, and emergency
actions and panicky buying,

Numbers in perentheses refer to appended sources _7
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Weather and Crop Conditions

The unusually mild winter of 1951 - 1952, according to periodical reports,
was followed by three cold waves during March and early April and an unex-
pected and severe cold wave in mid-May. (1)

On 24 May, a joint communique by the Ministry of Agriculture and the Min-
istry of State Farus and Forests, published in Negszava, asnnounced that cold
weather in May had caused damage to some Crops in some regions of the country.
The following ¢rops vere listed as damaged: corn, cotton, potatoes, tobacco,
sunflower, beans, soybeane, castor beans, tomatoes, paprika, cucumbers, grapes,
melons, and other fruits. Kew seed was to be provided free of charge, accord-
ing to communique, to state foxrms and producers’ cooperatives, as well as to in-
dependent peusants who had contracted for the delivery of their cropa. Instruc-
tions about rehoeing and rerlanting were given for each cropy. ’

The specific areas affected and the extent of the demage were not stated,
but it may be noted that corn headed the 1ist of damaged crops. Bread greins
were not mentioned.(2)

Warm weather and moderate rainfall in June helped the ripening of bread
grains, according to a Magyar Mezo azdasag report, but in mcst parts of the
country the root crops and fodder plants did not receive the necessery amount
of precipitation.(3)

The unusually dry and hot July weather was characterized by Magymr Mezo-
zdasag as beneficial for harvesting and threshing operations 5 however, the
still developing fall crops lacked precipitation.

The same issue of this agricultural periodical recommended hilling the
corn during the pummer months to assure larger crop yields. It stated: "The
May frosts damaged the corn in many places, and therafore supplementery geed-
ing or reseeding had to be performed. Thus, the Planting time of corn wag pro-
longed in manv regions. Where the frost cansed partisl destruction, the low

temperatures retarded the growth of the young plants. Tt is apparent from these -

factr that the vipening of corn may be delayed this year. In addition, the pregent
hot and dry weather endangers the whole corn crop., It is tharefore recommended
that the corn Ye hilled nov, so that the plants get more moigture and their
rivening time be shortenead. Experiments haye proved that applicatics of this
method assures a larger yield which s in turn, represents move lard for the
workers." (k)

Toward mid-July, Budapest daily papers began to take note of the situation.
Comments about the raing of 16 July mentionea that the damage wrought by the May
frost had been repaired and that the rain was beneficiasl tor the developing po~
tato crop; another article noted that the rains of 23, 24, and 25 July had oc-
curred after a dry spell and would be especially baneficial to the develonnent
of root crops and secondary crops. (5) .

The drought and hest continued into August. In comparison with the average .

rainfall during the first half of August, most regions of Hungary received less
than half their usual precipitation and all plants ; according to Magyar Mezogaz-
dasag, needed heavy reinfell.(6) -

Netionwide rains oceurved on 17 end 18 August. The ma jor Budapest papers
Szabad Nep, Nepszava, and Magyar Nemzet, carried lengthy articles about these
rains on the 19th. Nepszava stated in & front-puge article: "Thig rain had a
very good effect on those crops which have not yet ripened. It greatly aided
the growth of corn and sunflower kernels and the develomment of potatoec , sugar
beet, turnip, and cotton. Rapid growth of the secoundary crops, which supply

-2 .
CUNFIDENTIAL

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/10/25 - GIAR

ife n Prt-Sanitize Copy Approved for Release 2011/10/25 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000700100492

50X1-HUM




N Dlasiie in Part -Sanitized y Aproved for Release

CONFIDENTIAL

L ] 50X1-HUM

fodder for the livestock, is also expected as a result of the rainfall., Inymedi-
ate hoeing of thege cerops is of the utmost importance so that farther Precipitation
can sink into the ground. The favorable weather conditions permit good mrepara-
tion of the ground fop the planting of the summer and fall fodder crops."(7)

. Water co e heat wave was reported by Esti Buda-
Pest to ve 40,000 cubic meters greater than th

‘he maximum consumption during the
1950 heat wave, and 195,000 cubic meters above the 1952 average.(8)

From mid-August through the end of September abundant rains were reported
throughout the country.(9)

Drive Against the Kulaks

. The drive against the kulaks started in June and seemed to gain momentum
as the drought continued. This campaign may possibly be considered as the firast
public indication of the government 's realization of Poor crop prospects.,

The line of attack varied according to the agricultural operations in pro-
gress at the time. During June, kulaks were accused in press articles of let-
ting their land lie fallow, of not delivering their quotas of livestock, of
black market slaughtering, and of not repairing their agricultural machinery in
Preparation for the harvest,

In July, nevspaper attacks on kulaks centered around charges of sabotage,
vhich manifested itself in refusal to begl

n harvesting, in failing to deliver
the harvested crops, in feeding newly harvestegd grain to the animals y in main-
taining unsanitary st

orage places for the crops, and in hindering the threshini
and secondary-crop planting operations of the working peasants by word or deed. a

In August and early September, the number and le

creased, the language became more virulent, and the kulaks were accused of
spreading damaging rumors. A long article 1

0 Szabad Vep, entitled "The Kulaks,
Bourgeoisie of the Village," called them "the most accursed enemy of the working
people and of the working peasant' and warned that, the kulaks would attenpt, by
sabotage and speculation, to mislead the peasentryand direct them egainst, the
working people's regime,(11)

ngth of the articles in.

Szabad Nep editorial of 16 August stated that during the all-important har-
vesting operations the enemy had hoped to dishearten the working peasants with
his propaganda campaign.(12) In one village, accord

1ing to Magyar Nemzet, grain
deliveries lagged vecause a kulak woman and her ace

omplice spread the rumor that
"the drought had- taken everything”"; but after the local council put a stop to
the rumors, deliveries began to pick up. (13) Szabed Nep mentioned that kulaks
frequently urged the' 'wox'king Peasants to delay their grain deliveries be-
cause the government might pees a decree &00lishing compulsory deliveries.(1h)

Convictions of kulaks for various crimes were mumersus. They were convicted
for delaying delivery of their grain, poultry, or livestock obligations (15);

for sabotaging “hreshing by failing to repair their threshing machines (16); tor
attempting to contaminate the new grain by mixing it with last Year's weeviled
grain (17); and for feeding newly harvested grain to the livestock.(18) The
sentences usually consisted of & term in prison, a heavy fine, and vonfiscation
of some propexty. Convictions for hoarding arain, flour, and other foodstufts
and consumers' goods were frequent.(19)

Criticism of Govermment and Party

Organs

Criticism of local councils and party organi

but did not reach major proportions until August,

zations was sharp and direct )
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2 In July, the councils and party Oorgenizations were accused in pregg arti- . .m
B cles or laxnessg ageinst offerders, losing tauey with the actual Problems of the .
vorking peasant by paying too much attention to red tape, and, in some cages,
collsboration with tha kulaks. (10)

- The same 1ine was continueq . , August op g larger scale. In a speech de.
livered at g meeting of megye (county} Presidents, Ministep of Produce Collec-
tion Imre Nagy declared; "The enemies or the people trieq at the very beginning
of the grain collection to create confusion ’fbrough rumors/ L. It must be said

that many commnities hag already fulfilled up t0 95 percent of their obligations
towvard the 8tate, but then suddenly stapteg to lag behing, One of the main reg.
80ns given for the letdown wag the eaging of discipline on the part of the coun- .
cils, which dig not enforce the Jaw as rigidly as ihey had a week earlier and’

did not punish laggards severely. Pal Safranyik, of Sari in Pest Megy=, com-
Plained in a letter to the baper tnat the council of bis village was pot gevere
enough with those whe lagged behing in fuifilling their delivery Obligations.(21)
The counett of Nagvataq Jarag (county district}in Senogy Megye wag accused in
another Szabadﬁg article of adopting th: sope Attitude as the enemy regarding

the grain collecticn: "If a11 Boes well, iina; pa iy things do not, 70 well, it
7 WeTe 08d."(22) Both the machine

is all right, too, since weather conditions i
stations and the megye couneil's coliection division in Fe jer Megye were &cored,
in Nepszava for not taking action against tke rumors spread by the bulake to the
effect that the Crop was poor and that thererore the quoing could not he mev. (23}
The former President of a village counci) wag convicted for lssuing tog neny
sla.ughtcring licenses angd for being to leniznt with the kulaks, ancthesr ysgs.ze.va
article reported, (24 ) [

In addition to eriticism of lceal government unite, criticism nf higher
authorities wag also voiced. An article ip Szubad Nep stated: "Fer some time
now, deliveries by the Pproducerg? cooperstivas have been carelessly controlled
in numeroug rleces, Even more dangerous ig the bvellef held pot, only by some lo..
cal coumeil Presidents, but algo by the agricultural divigion chiets of several
megye councils that fthe lagging of the producers! coo ratives must pe Judged
more leniently' Ehan that of the independent pessants/.  And the responsible
division of the Ministry or Agrienlture qig not start a severe campaign egaingt
this completely erroneous belief."(12) 1, another instence, also reported by
Szabad Ne the machine station divigion of the Ministry of Agriculture was
gcored for not removing Jozeef Maki » *he manager of the badly managed Mezobereny
machine station, from hig POSt. Maki wae said to be a former meuber of the shock
troops of the Secial Democratic Party.(25}

Drive Against the Church

The Catholie Church was frequently acougeg in the dajly Newspapers of try-
ing o keep the Peasants from f‘u.li‘illlng their delivery obligationg, Mg,
Nemzet reported that priests were accused of collecting ang hoarding the ‘tithe(24),
of‘Tgitating against the fulfiliment or Gelivary ctligations, ang ol conducting
religious services at night, preventang the Teople from getting encugh rest.,.(?'?)
According to Uepszava, the priest Elak Orban, in Ilk viliage Szaboles-Szatmar
Megye, ta1g hie congregation that delivery of the tithe came first, thut thep the
grain for persopal use should be set aside, and that obligations 1o the state
Should be fulfilleq only if some graip remained.{28)

In regerd to other church &roups, Magyar Nemzet reported that the people of
Ujfeherto, Szaboles-Szatmar Megse, who belong to the Baptist gect, delivared tpe
tithe to their minister ang listened to the Voice of America, In Nagyecseg, the
Faper stated, "kulaks of the ™azarene sect, who listen to the Voice ot America
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and agitate against the collection, have iafiltrateq the regular religious gep- " A
These fhama . [

R Emergencx Actions an¢ Panicky Buying

On 17 August, the following announcement appesred in the three leading Bug-
apest newspapers. "Taking, inte consideration the earlier ripening of corp and
Dotatoes ag s result of icent weather conditions, the Council of Ministers hasg
advanced tpe termination date for free-market rights of thege broducts frop 1 Sep-
tember +o 17 August. *2= A8 soon as the delivery Obligationg of the ind{vig.
ual villages, Jarasok, ang megyek heve been fulfilleq » free-market rights wily
be returnsd to them." (30)

On 31 August, the Ministry of Interior announced that 59 of 1 September-,
the price or 60-filier Pastries would be reduced to 50 fillers and the Price for
edible-pagte Products by 18-30 Percent.(31)

These price reductiong might Conceivably have been an emergency measure de-
signed to counteract the buyers! Panic on the Dbreceding days, The folloving
articla, which appeared in Szabad Nep_ on 3 September under the title "Pang. Buy-~
ing in Budapest, ¥ affords some insight inte the extent of the panic which pre-
vailed in Budapest:

"At the end of last week, the departmepnt and food storeg had unusug) and
Btrange customers, The stores were stormed by those who hag heard from g 're-
1liable Bour:ce' that during the night fyrom Saturday to Sunday prices would be
raised, or that rationing woulg return, o that this or that would happeun, ang
who knows what else, ang that the government woulg make a formg) announcement
over the radie on Saturday night. It jg Possible that the great heat hag some -
thing to do with it, put the fact ig that certain Ieople spent their money on

part wag missing {n the motoreycle that he had chosen. The buyer Just ebruggegd

nis shoulders and departed with his motoreyele., Ip another gtore it was impos-

8ible to bersuad- g buver to try on the suit he haq chosen, Tp the Freedop De-

partment Store on Saturday, & panicky pergon bought g kettle, By Sundey, he had

apparently calmeq down anj asked the stope manager to exchange tie kettle for g
' winter coat, Several Persons succeedaq in Purchasing the vhole stock of bakery

goods in 8several storasg » while on Sunday they could have bought the same food

much cheaper. .

"The authorg of thege umors had hoped that they could cauge discontent
among the workers and create disturbances in the distribution of food supplies,
The Speculators, who became ‘unemployed after the resoluticn of 1 Decembep 1951
Eee 00-W-2262 resumed their activities 5 they stooq in lipe ang collected .
stockpiles, There wag even one who bought Several kilograms of lard wrapped in
Paper, although he kmey that, due 4o the great heat, most, of the lard woulg melt
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"On Tuesday, the Budapest courts put a stop to the damaging work of several
speculators for quite a fevw years. Thoge who jammed the stores on Friday and
Saturday, together with former countesges, Borthyite army officers > and lulaks,
now realize what disgraceful company they Jjoined,

"The eneny'sattempts to create disturbances left ap impreseion only on the
wallets of those who had believed the rumors; our food distribution policy is
built on too strong a basis to ba disrupted by sueh ridiculous attempts., How-

L ever, this incident should enhance the workers' vigilance in fighting an enemy
- who 'is ever ready tc spresd rumors and to sabotage."(32)

"Su’bsequently, on 8 September, Szabad Nep published the Tollowing article
by Minister of Produce Collection Imre Nagy. entitled "On the Free Grain Market,”
The article denied rumors that rationing {n bread grains would be reintroduced
e and announced a reduction in surrender obligations in corn, polatoes, and sun-
flovers.

$The resolution issued } December 1951 by the party and the governnent hag
brought a change in our country's economic Policy and hss marked a new way.  Its
mailn significance lies in the fact that, by terminating rationing and the re-

omy were removed, anpd pew economic conditicns im the exchange of goods between
e city and village, as well as in the relaticnship hetweap the working class ang
the beasantry, were created,

‘The Provisions of that reeolution underlie the measures which regulate, in
the field of produce collection, the delivery obl igations and the rights of the
rroducer. The resolution states that the free market fop produce will be sua-
pended temporarily from 30 June 1952 until the coupletion of the delivery obli-
gations. Our goveroment was atting in the spirit of thisg resclution vhen, be-
fore the teginning of grain collection on 1 July, it again suspended the free

"It was evident that such far-reaching W2AsUTes 8s the resolution of 3 De-
: cember 1951 and ite Dractical applicetion would arcure viclent resentment, inp
~ both the internal and the external enemy. This has bhappened. With a lot of
nongensical talk, the enemy has attempted to micinterp~et the far-reaching meas-
ures of our party and government, such ag the termination of rationing and the
creation of the free market for agricultural produce, ard to shake the workers!'
confidence in them.

"The government's firm economie policy and the protection of the working K
people's interestes Proved the enemy's Predictions false. Since 1 December 1951,
L the epemy hag predicted, at leegt ten times, the reintroduction of rationing.
) Naturally, the gorerament has not brought back rationing, no matter how widely
the eremy has epread thé rumor of its return. The most the TUmSr ponger: have
achieved by spreading these terrible predictions is that thoge who beijeved them
and spent their money unnecessarily now curse them tu deepest hell.

"During the past 7 months, they have rried severai times to <hake the work-
ers' confidence in the government’s economic policy by spreading tales atout price
increases. The lutest abtempt vas made Yery recently, towsard 1 September. And
what happened actuallyt Frices were reduced. Those whn let themseives be fooleg,
have paid the price of their gullibility, Qur working people learned fron its
ovn experiences that our party and government are able to direct their eronomic
policy according to the great principles of socialist conmstruction.
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t
"The last remnants of the war Rconery, rationing and the restriction of the [

free market for agricuwltural Produce, had o he terminated not Just becauvse they :
do not fit into a Peace economy, hut maiuly because they dissgree with the first
‘Principle of socialist, economy, that evary warker Participates in the distribu-
tion of goods according to the amount of work he has rerformed, Rationing, asige

"Sorialigt construction demspds sy incresaing exchange of goode between town
and village and the vwidening of the internal market.; this, on the othep hand,
requires the completion of delivery obligstions 1o the state, The resolution of

ginning 1 July 1952. The government put thig Provizion in effect op 1 July so
that, depending on the results of the coliection, the free market might again
be reingtated,

"Less then 3 weeks after the introduction of thie govecnment regtr ‘ction,
numerous villages which had completed their collection obligat.ions again received
free-market privileges, They were followed in short order by those jJarasok. which
had fulfilled their grain-collection obligationg. Lesg then 2 nonths after the
introduetica of this temporary restiriction, all 19 megyek naq again received free- °
market rights on the basia of the good results achieved in grain collection,

"When the governmment on 1 July Temporarily restricted the free market in
grain, the enemy predicted that this wag the end of the free grain market., Byt
what do these rummor mongers say to the fact vhich ¢onfrontas them now, that less
than 2 monthg after the temporary restrictions the whole country again enjoys
free grain masXet rights? It ia a g4 sgraceful feilure nf enemy ssbotage, a
shameful defeat of their reactionary rulers, and a great victory for the consie-
tent economic Policy of the Perty and the sovernment,

"By now, ali working peasants realize *hat the temporary restrictinn of the
free market ip agricultural produce 827ves the peasants! individua} righte as
well as the national interest. The faste- Lug grain-delivery quotas are com-
bpleted, the sooner will the peamsnts again riceive free market fop grain, as
well as other adventages such ag wrestricted milling. Thisg happened on 7 Sep-
tember, when grain restrictions were terminsted in every megye.

"Despite thig year's shorter graig STOP. Our peagante have fulfilled their
obligations towvard the state faster then in 195, n the epirit of Its Drevioua
decree, ang keeping foith with its promise. our &overnment has shown %o the world,
by ending the restrietions on the grain markel, that it keeps fte word given to
the working Ppeople. ’

"The temperary restrictjon o the grain market serveg two purposes: it ag-
sureg the state of quick fulfilimenr or grain-delivery obligaticns, and 14, en-
ables the producers 1o #ell their surplus on the free market 88 5000 ag poscible,.
The quick and cozplete fIfillment of the cbligations iz not only in the interest
of the state, but also in the peasents' interest.

"The temporary Testriction of the free market righus for corn, potatoes,

' sunflowers, and wine, which wag alse included ip the 1 Decemyer 21951 resoluvtion
and went into eftect at the end of August, serves the Same purposes ag the re-
striction of the grain market., The common interest of the state and the peas-
antry demands that every producer fuilfill his delivery otligations in these prod.
uets  ag guickly as possible and that those vho want to default on their obliga-
tions -- there are such people -- bhe urged to fulfill their duties us ritizena,
This ie a bavriotic duty of the workiug peasants as vell us of the local coun-
cils and coliection organs,
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"If the Dessantg fulrily their a3y produr:e~delivery Obligationg and the
collection Plan for the oot cropsg ia met by 7 November, the 35th annivergary
of the 8reat October socialigt revolution, the restrictigng will ve 1lifteq, It
18 therefope cbvioug that the lifting of the restrictiong depends on the peag-
antg,

"Oving to unfavorable weather conditiong, ‘thig year's grain Crop wag shorter
K than hae been Sxpected. It 4, obvious that the delivery Obligationg from thig
D smallep Crop were harder 4o fulrily, Being fully awape of thig fact, the barty
L 8overnment toox note of the €rop failure due to the drought ang the unfavor.
able weather conditions, and gre aiding the working Peasants by extending rap.
Teaching concessiong 4o then.

" aking into eonsideration the damage caused by the drought ; the &Overmment
S hag s in certain Parts of the country, reduced the delivery obligations for corn,
RS DPotatoes » and sunflowarg, By this reduction the 8overnment iy shes to serve the
o interegt of livestoek breeders and the developmeqt, of the ccuntry ig Llivestoek
.. reservéa, thereby strengthening the economi ¢ Position or the Cooperativeg and
B independent Peasantg,

"By reducing the delivery obligations, tye 8%vernment gigg thoee peasantg
Who need help -. something they woulg never have Treceived under the o1 Teaction-
&ry capitaligt economy., Previously, drought decimateq the working Deasantry,

g
ing ang fairness in helping the needy: thece are the just bases of our govern.
. ment'g Policy of 8saistance. Every regulation of our government which demundg
K the u.nquestioning TUlfiliment of patriotic duties {g Just.  pgt Justice jg also
: 8erved whey the 8overmment helps thoge vho are in need. The tremendoys power
of Justice makes ghoprt BATLift of the enemy's lying rutiors, Ry establishing the
e market in &rain and redueing the delivery obligntions in fal1 root crops
the Party and the 8overnment haye dealt the enemy a tremendous blene, " (33)

1. oo-w-zye17
_;'. a. Nepszava, 24 Hay 52
3. Magyap Mezogazdasag, vor VII, No 13 ~14, 1 Jul 52
b, Ibid,, vol VII, ¥o 15, Aug 52
5. 00-W-2h10p
6. Magyar Mezoga.zdasag, 16 Aug 52 » Vol VIT, No 16

7. Nepszava, 19 Aug sz
8. Esti Budapest, 19 Aug 52
G. OO-W-25033
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L. Szabad Nep, L Sep 52

12. 1bid., 16 Aug 52

13. Magyar Nemzet, 3 Aug 52

k. Szapag Hep, 28 Aug 52

15. Szabad Nep, 5 ang 10 Aug 1952; Magyr Nemzet, 1 ayg o
16. Szabag Nep, 31 Jul 52 , b
17. Ibid., 30 Jul ang 10 Aug 52
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